[Consumption hypocomplementemia: comparative value of haemolytic and protein estimations of the components of the classical pathway (author's transl)].
Titrations of total complement (CH50) and of the different components of the classical pathway of the complement system in patients with supposed consumption hypocomplementemia, show that the complement depression involves in an order of decreasing severity hemolytic C4, hemolytic C2, total complement, hemolytic C1, protein C4 and protein C3. These results as well as correlative studies between these different parameters suggest that C4 is the most specific target of activited C1 esterase (C1s). They stress the interest of hemolytic titrations as well as the strong limitations of protein titrations.